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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurNow a mgjor movie, directed by Daniel Espinosa and starring Tom Hardy, Noomi
Rapace and Gary Oldman. For fans of Robert Harris, John Le Carre and Martin Cruz Smith comes a
gripping thriller set in Moscow, 1953. Under Stalin'sterrifying regime families live in fear. When the all-
powerful State claims there is no such thing as crime, who dares disagree? An ambitious secret police
officer, Leo Demidov has spent his career arresting anyone who steps out of line. Suddenly hisworld is
turned upside down when he uncovers evidence of akiller at large. Now, with only hiswife at hisside, Leo
must risk both their lives to save the lives of others. Inspired by areal-life investigation, Child 44isa
relentless story of love, hope and bravery in atotalitarian world. It isathriller unlike any you have ever
read..comlf all that Tom Rob Smith had done was to re-create Stalinist Russia, with all its double-speak


/file.html?id=B007FROGME

hypocrisy, he would have written aworthwhile novel. He did so much more than that in Child 44, a
frightening, chilling, almost unbelievable horror story about the very worst that Stalin's henchmen could
manage. In this worker's paradise, superior in every way to the decadent West, the citizen's needs are met:
health care, food, shelter, security. All one must offer in exchange are work and loyalty to the State. Leo
Demidov isabeliever, aformer war hero who loves his country and wants only to serve it well. He puts
contradictions out of hismind and carries on. Until something happens that he cannot ignore. A serial killer
of children is on the loose, and the State cannot admit it. To admit that such a murderer is committing these
crimesisitself acrime against the State. Instead of coming to terms with it, the State's official position is
that it is merely coincidental that children have been found dead, perhaps from accidents near the railroad
tracks, perhaps from a person deemed insane, or, worse still, homosexual. But why does each victim have
his or her stomach excised, a string around the ankle, and a mouth full of dirt? Coincidence? Leo, in disgrace
and exiled to a country village, doesn't think so. How can he prove it when heis being pursued like a
common criminal himself? He and hiswife, Raisa, set out to find the killer. The revelations that follow are
jaw-dropping and the suspense doesn't let up. Thisis adebut novel worth reading. --Vaerie RyanFrom
Publishers WeeklyStarred . Dennis Boutsikaris expertly conveys the fear and paranoia that permeates
Smith's outstanding debut novel of murder in 1950s Stalinist Russia. Leo Demidov, decorated hero of WWII
and an officer in Moscow's MGB (a forerunner of the KGB), refuses to denounce his wife as an enemy spy.
He is subsequently demoted, disgraced and dispatched, along with his wife, to a backwater factory. A brutal
murder with the same characteristics as one L eo was once forced to cover up convinces him that a serial
killer is stalking Russian children. Using Russian accentsto their full advantage, Boutsikaris infuses his
characters dialogue with a deep sense of downtrodden melancholia. His staid, deliberate reading captures
the soul-numbing oppressiveness of life under atotalitarian regime, as well as one man's desperate fight
against it in order to do what'sright. A Grand Central hardcover ( s, Mar. 3). (May) Copyright Reed
Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



