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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurThe tenth DI Charlie Resnick novel, from the master of British crime writing. Lorraine
Preston’s brother, Michael, was sent down for life for the murder of their father - and now he's being allowed
out for their mother's funeral. A hardened criminal, Michael Preston isthe last person Resnick wants back on
his patch, evenisit's only for amatter of hours. Heartsore and world-weary, Resnick is struggling to contain
an explosive situation on the streets, where the spread of guns has led to a frightening escalation in drug-
related crime. The local force, meanwhile, isriven by interna rivalries and rumours of corruption. With his


/file.html?id=B0052Z3HBC

previously stable relationship with Hannah Campbell wavering, Resnick is forced back on his self-belief, his
understanding of people. Why - himself included - they do the things they do..com"Back outside, walking
away from the hospital toward Old Lenton, Resnick's step was springier, lighter. He couldn't remember the
last time he'd struck a blow outside of self-defense; couldn't recall when he'd last used force of any kind.
And although he knew that later his conscience would be giving him gyp, right now he felt one hundred
percent better.” That, of course, is Nottingham's own Charlie Resnick, a smart British policeman of Polish
origins who would rather eat a sausage sandwich or listen to a Duke Ellington record than threaten a
criminal. But threaten a drug dealer is exactly what he has just done; times are changing, and this will be
Charlie'sfinal case. John Harvey says he's ending his distinguished series because he no longer livesin
Nottingham. Resnick's last stand involves a prisoner named Michael Preston, who was incarcerated for
murdering his father, but absconds while he's out on compassionate leave. He vanishes into the streets of
Nottingham and begins to torment his family. Meanwhile, rival drug gangs are shedding blood on Resnick's
turf, and a corrupt copper is at large in the department. Thisistypical John Harvey fare: Charlie's sporadic
affair with social worker Hannah is more off than on; dozens of greasy sandwiches are consumed; Charli€'s
many cats nap while Art Tatum and Thelonius Monk play quietly in the background. It's afine, rich
atmosphere, now so familiar that it's hard to say good-bye. Although there have been stronger, more
spectacular entries in the Resnick series, Last Rites has enough of the familiar ingredients and the gritty
street poetry to make a satisfying finale. --Dick AdlerFrom Publishers WeeklyHarvey's series about Charlie
Resnick, the jazz-loving, melancholy cop in provincial Nottingham, England, has long been one of the finest
police procedural series around (Rough Treatment, Cold Light, Easy Meat, others). "Has been," because
with this exceptionally good entry, poet Harvey says heis leaving Nottingham and Resnick behind. At least
he has quit on a high note. A building turf war between drug lords, and an escape by a prisoner who had
murdered his own father, are at the heart of the new yarn, skillfully interwoven in away that only Harvey at
his best can contrive. Michael Preston had gone willingly to jail for his father's murder, and when he escapes
on an escorted visit to his mother's funeral, his sister Lorraine, aways closeto him, isfiercely divided. Only
she has a sense of what may have driven himAbut now he is hopelessly lost to acriminal life, and Lorraine
has her own husband and children to care for. Harvey's fedl for the fearful compulsions of love is as unerring
as his ear for the hard-bitten Midlanders whose lives are Resnick's beat. A decent, thoughtful man in atough
job, whose tender instincts are constantly at war with his duty, Resnick is a splendidly conceived character
who will be much missed. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



