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Prsentation de |'diteurThe companion to the beloved bestseller Divine Secrets of the YaY a Sisterhood, here
isthe funny, heartbreaking, and powerfully insightful tale that first introduced Siddalee, Vivi, their spirited
Walker clan, and the indomitable Y a Y as..co.ukLittle Altars Everywhere is much bleaker than its
predecessor Divine Secrets of The Ya-Y a Sisterhood, told by Rebecca Wells with awhisky drawl. Divine
Secrets was about heart break, bad parenting and loyalty, spiked with a delicious spitefulness that Scarlett
O'Harawould have adored. It was impossible not to be bewitched and bewildered by the Southern charm
and molten rage of Vivi and her friends, the YaY as. Bad things happened but narrator Siddalee Walker,
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Vivi's eldest child, was left with "love and wonder" for her desperado, drunken mother. The charm and the
drunken revelry istherein Little Altars Everywhere but it's more desperate and hung over and destructive.
Siddalee, once again, isthe hub of the stories, a smart and sensitive raconteur, but the other children a'so
take their part in unpicking the legend that is Vivi. Here Vivi Walker islarger than life and twice as scary, a
sort of Mommie Dearest character where affectionate gestures are tainted with inappropriateness, and
repressed anger and boredom snakes out into harsh violence. All her children are damaged in some way.

L ulu becomes the town's best shop lifter, "The Princess of Gimme", whilst Baylor is depressed and
emotionally "parked at the edge of agraveyard.” Little Shep's story "Snuggling” goes along way to
explaining the crazy sadness of the Walker children; it tells of Vivi climbing into bed with him: " She looked
at me and whispered, Give me a hug, Little Shep, give me ahug and akiss ... then she reached down and
started to rub her hand across one of my nipples.” And "Willetta's Witness" brings on the darkness as all four
children are "lined up against the wall of that brick house and everyone of them buck naked. Miz Vivi out
there with a belt, whuppin' them like horses'. Despite all thisLittle Altarsisn't a depressing read; the
whiplash wit and the whiskey phrases add some measure of merriment to the misery. --Eithne Farry.com
Audiobook review"It can wear you to a nub, trying to be a popular person and a good Catholic al at the
same time.” So says Sidda, one of the characters inhabiting Little Altars Everywhere. Author Rebecca Wells
uses her considerable acting talent to perform this abridgment, adding even more spark to her already lively
characters. Everyone--Shep, Vivi, Willetta, and the rest--is given a distinct voice, and Wells plays each of
them to the hilt. More like a recording of a one-woman show than a mere reading, Altarsis an excellent
example of how entertaining audiobooks can be. (Running time: 3 hours, 2 cassettes) --C.B. Delaney



