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Description : Description du produitEndowed with rank, wealth and elegance, Sylvester, Duke of Salford,
posts into Wiltshire to see if the Hon. Phoebe Marlowe will meet his exacting requirements for a bride.

Prsentation de I'diteurA highly amusing and wonderfully romantic comedy of errors set in Heyer's lovingly
detailed Regency England.Endowed with rank, wealth and elegance, Sylvester, Duke of Salford, postsinto
Wiltshire to discover if the Honorable Phoebe Marlow will meet his exacting requirements for a bride. If he
does not expect to meet atongue-tied stripling wanting both manners and conduct, then he is intrigued
indeed when his visit causes Phoebe to flee her home. They meet again on the road to London, where her
carriage has come to grief in the snow. Y et Phoebe, already caught in one imbroglio, now knows she soon
could be well deep in another ...A typically wonderful historical novel, Sylvester shows once more why
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Georgette Heyer is the undisputed queen of the genre she created - the Regency romance.CritiqueAlthough
thisis an abridged version of Heyer's work, British actor Richard Armitage makes this exceptionally fun to
listen to. The only drawback is that listeners will be disappointed that he didn't read the full-length version.
Armitage is perhaps best known for playing the most appealing John Thornton in the BBC production of
Elizabeth Gaskell's North and South. He also played the dastardly Guy of Gisborne in Robin Hood, and, a
spy in Spooks. Armitage's reading iswarm, lively, smply brilliant. He easily voices all characters and
regional and class differences with ease and captures the underlying tension and growing romantic interest
between Phoebe and Sylvester. The period classical music between chapters adds wonderful, appropriate
atmosphere. --Jean Palmer, Soundcommentary.com...Talking of Regency romance, a favourite Georgette
Heyer novel is Sylvester, which has awicked uncle, afeisty heroine, a clash of persondlities, a desperately
cute child and a daffy mama. It's also read by the seductive-voiced Richard Armitage, just the pick me up for
the end of winter. --Kati Nicholl, Daily ExpressAllow me to begin by saying | have not read asingle
Georgette Heyer book in print. | have, however, listened to three of her audiobooks and, athough | m far
from being proficient in al things Heyer, | can lay claim to the opinion that you can't read just one. | m
slowly exploring the audio versions of her books and gaining interest with each. That s a pleasant surprise
since | honestly never expected to enjoy Heyer to the point that | would seek out more of her writing.
Listening to Sylvester was actually a part of my 2010 Unofficial Personal Listening Challenge over at AAR
s Speaking of Audiobooks column. This particular part of my challenge wasto listen to an abridged version
of an audiobook, aformat | avoid if at all possible. To my way of thinking, the much more common
unabridged versions are far preferable since | want to hear all of a story, not a cut-up version to make it
shorter. However, | had a couple of things working to my favor as| listened. First, | hadn t read Sylvester in
print and my unfamiliarity with Heyer's works probably worked to my favor as | failed to recognize any
possible offense an abridgement might bring about. But secondly, and most importantly to me, was the fact
that Sylvester is narrated by none other than Richard Armitage. Sylvester Rayne, the wealthy Duke of
Salford, is an arrogant sort of man and thoroughly practical aswell. Deciding it stime to marry, Sylvester
makes alist of five suitable young ladies for consideration and presentsit to his mother seeking her advice.
When he shares the list with his godmother as well, she adds another oneto the list - her granddaughter
Phoebe Marlow. Sylvester travels to Phoebe's home for a visit although he has high doubts that they will
suit. After visiting with her family for only a short time, Sylvester is certain of one thing he and Miss
Marlow (who is arather boring, plain girl to hisway of thinking) will most certainly not suit. Bemoaning the
fact that he agreed to the visit, he silently endures it, although the family offends his sensibilities at every
turn. Little does he know that Phoebe is adamantly opposed to any thought of marrying him. She remembers
Sylvester only as the smug, aloof duke who snubbed her during her London season. As one who visualizes
the main characters while reading romance, the image of Richard Armitage as the Duke of Salford is made
al the more deliciousin audio since heis actually articulating the duke's every word. As narrator, Armitage
understands the essence of Sylvester with its myriad of characters and that is evidenced not only by his
characterizations but also his performance of those scenes between Sylvester and Phoebe. In the world of
romance audiobooks, timing and understanding of the underlying emotions are of utmost importance for an
audio success and Armitage scores high on both points. As he clearly distinguishes one voice from ancther,
it sobvious that Armitage has afirm grasp on what makes each character unique as the listener comprehends
much of the character s background simply through the hearing. Take Armitage's outstanding performance
and add to it acompletely delightful story and you have the makings of an absolute audio success. The
banter between Sylvester and Phoebe is ingenious and quite humorous as well. As| listened to Sylvester
once again for thisreview | found myself chuckling softly even more than | had the first time as | had
developed quite an appreciation for these characters. The four hours and fifty one minutes seemed to passed
much too quickly, but that s mostly due to the fact that | was so thoroughly enjoying what | heard. Yes, ina
perfect world, Armitage would be narrating the unabridged version of Sylvester, but as far as abridgments
go, | don t think you can get much better than this. --- Lea Hendley, All About Romance blogRevue de
presse"My favourite historical novelist -- stylish, romantic, sharp, and witty. Her sense of period is superb,
her heroines are enterprising, and her heroes dashing. | owe her many happy hours." (Margaret
Drabble)"Wonderful characters, elegant, witty writing, perfect period detail, and rapturously romantic.
Georgette Heyer achieves what the rest of us only aspireto." (Katie Fforde)"A writer of great wit and style



... I'veread her books to ragged shreds." (Kate Fenton, Daily Telegraph)



